YES, THANK YOU; WE LOVE FERNS 

Otte Degener & Isa Dtegener 


Dr« W• H• Wagner, Junior^s article on *Ptwldology in Hawaii, " 
appearing in the Newsletter of the Hawaiian Botanical Society 2* 
117-123, 1963, will stimulate workers to renewed industry. There 
are three statements expressed to which we personally do not sub¬ 
scribe e First| to quotes *1 do not agree with propaganda that 
the Hawaiian flora will soon disappear and that ’all is lost 1 •" 

We believe ephemeral malihlnis tend to lack the vision fozmer And 

present k amaainas gradually acquire. Dr. J. F. Rock, not long 

before his passing, remarked that his recent visits to his old 
collecting grounds were like attending a funeral — so maqjr of his 
plant friends had disappeared. How rapid Dr. Wagner's "soon" is 
for definite areas is debatable. "Soon," for example, caught up 
years ago with the dry native forest and T f i pocfaaeta p i mi wtt ef 

West Molokai where the kane writer gathered such plants as Can- 
thiuffl . Gardenia. Nestegis. and Sesbania in 1928. all now repre- 

seated in herbaria as vouchers to give an inkling as to what the 
flora there was like* Even in 1928, he failed to unearth the 
West Molokai KoldLa cookei , at that time already extinct in the 

wild state. "Soon* is just around the corner for the Kanepuu 
forest, overrun with axis deer, of Lanai; the belt of forest 
southeast of Ulupalakua, Maui; and the Sesbania colony of Kaena 

Point, Oahu. "Soon* is somewhat deferred for the flora peculiar 
to Kaala, Oahu, where government buildings now stand; and the 
Waikamoi rain-forest of Maui where the endemics are being bulldoaed 
sside for the planting of exotic timber trees. We fear how soon 
is "soon” for the native Hamakua forest of Hawaii whose remnant 
Walker, Tamich and Mendes at the head of the local Civic Improve¬ 
ment Committee are valiantly striving to save from being engulfed 
by the planting of sugarcane; and for square miles of native for¬ 
est on the same island which are being bulldozed for the planting 
of FraxLnua uhdei . To dub as "propaganda" our efforts in behalf 

of true Conservation, not Exploitation for the purpose of garner¬ 
ing dollars and cents, is unfortunately a distinct disservice to 
the biotic and scenic welfare of our State. 

Second, we do not believe "that there are really three differ¬ 
ent species of holly-fern, Polystichum, at the top of Mauna Hale- 

ekala in Maui, not two." We have studied this assemblage of 
plants repeatedly in the field, without haste while living among 
them near Holua Cave, and in several local and foreign herbaria. 

The two classical species form swarms of hybrids of almost all 
possible intergradations* To mistake one of these, as we mentioned 
l* 1 our Flor a Hawaiiensis 1/18/63 and 3/15/63, as a distinct species 

is not difficult at all. 

The third statement that "the time is now nigh for collecting 
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by specialists, rather than crude gathering or 'hay-baling* 

workers today 


' W --Q- w 

all plants in sight, " we consider a half-truth 


of 


frustrated when investigating a species to find that 


type specimen possesses only the briefly written "Sandwich Islands 
on the foxed, brittle label* How useful and fascinating it would 
be for us if the precise locality on the definite island had been 
recorded 1 . The practice of collecting the same species time after 
time - evidently tamed contemptuously as "hay—baling" — not only 
will give future, curious workers a more definite record as to 
the distribution at a precise date of various taxa, it will make 
accessible to botanists for research and teaching a wealth of use* 
ful material, perhaps of the same species but very unlikely always 
of the same taxon in an archipelago noted for the "variability of 


species 


^ cape writer* s gifts of Hawaiian plants to 


al ma mater in Massachusetts are to this day a considerable 


illustrative material not only for Taxonomy but even Freshman 

this in min d, since 1922 he has likewise 


Botany courses 


scattered duplicate specimens by sale and gift to the University 
of Michigan and other institutions of learning throughout the 
World. Our aim, living in a fast-vanishing endemic flora, is to 
mA ™ hay while the sun shines, and we advise our amateur and pro¬ 
fessional colleagues to do likewise. Is it wise to lull them in¬ 
to complacency? 

Were our public herbaria deprived of the riches collected by 

such "amateurs" as the horticulturist Douglas$ Chaplain Diell; 

planter Baldwinj Director Brigham and the tubercular college 

youth Horace Mann, Jr*; physician Hillebrand; rancher Munro; ac- 

countant Topping; and the youngster Rock who studied to enter the 

p es hood and never took a formal college course in Botany; what 

a vast hiatus would prevail in our faulty knowledge of the 
Hawaiian floral — 


specialist? 


When did the amateur Rock, for instance, become 


No, the specialist sorely needs the help of ama¬ 
teurs of whom the present day can list such names as Brash, Bush, 
Desha, Kato, McGuire, Obata, Pang, Pekelo, Roe and many others. 

® ** Impossible to publish authoritatively about any group 

PJ-^nts whatsoever without familiarity with their literature, 

p+ add a Supplement to "Sane Recent References on Hawaiian 

£tertdol°gy» appearing on page 123 of Dr. Wagner's article in the 

„ , r . fwsletter. As our work is lncanplete, we hope our 

readers will contribute further supplements with the aim not only 
01 getting but for evermore keeping Dr. Merrill’s famous biblio¬ 
graphy of species nicknamed "The Pink Slips" conrolete at least so 
“If 8 t 5 e J Ha,,aii «» Islands are concerned. To do so, the species 

artlc3Les maat he transcribed in the Merrill 

method and the transcriptions intercalated with their fellows - - 

P sing in the Marie C. Neal Herbarium of the B. P. Bishop Museum, 
oupplement 1 to Some Recent References to Hawaiian Pteridology 

E * Jv N , ote » !}♦ & Fauna Lehua & Kaula Isl. Occas. Pap. B. 

P. Bish. Mus. 11 ( 21 ). 1 - 1 7 . 1936 . [About ■ I ilTI 11 ■■ ■ 
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lens (Hook.) J. Smith] 


Christensen, C., The genus Qyrtomium. Am. Fern Joum. 20 (2): 

la- 52 . 1930. 

Christophers on & Caum, Vase. PI. Leeir. Isl, Hair. Bull. B. P. Bi 

Mus. Tan. Exp. 7* 1—la. 1931* [About Psilotum ] 

Chrysler, H. A., Vase. Struct. Leaf. Qleich. Am. Joum. Bot. 30 

(9)* 735-743. 19U3. 

Clausen. R. T., Monogr. Ophioglossaceae. Mem. Torr. Bot. Club ! 

(2.)s 1-177. 1938. 


Degener, 0., Gam. Iyc. Cem. Haw. Bot, Gas. 80 (1): 26-1*7. 192$. 
Degener & Collaborators, FI. Hair. Books 1-7* Fan. 1—21. June 30, 

1932 - May 1, 1966* 

Degener, 0., & Degener, I., Arachniod.es, Fern Genus Unrec. Haw. 

Phytologia 9 (1)* 55-56. [Feb.] 1963 . [See Ching, R. C., 

Acta Bot. Sinica 10 ( 3): 256. [Sept.] 1962] 

Degener & Ziegenspeck, Bearb. Spora. Leptosp. Farne Neur. Meth. 

1 - 12 . 1959 . 


Fagerlund & Mitchell, Checkl. PI. Haw. Nat. Park. Nat. Hist. Bull. 

9: 1-75. 191*1*. 

Fosberg, F. R., Miscel. Notes Haw. Plants. Occas. Pap. B. P. Bish. 

Mus. 16 (15)* 337—3U7. 19l*2. [About Dryopteris goggilodus 
(Schkuhr) Fosb.] — Miscel. Notes Haw. Plants, ibid. 23 (2): 
29-Ui. 1962. [About Ophioglossum pendulum var. falcatum 
(Presl) Fosb.] 

Fosberg, F. R., Notes PI. Pac. Isl. III. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club 

70 (1*): 386-397. 191*3. 

Fosberg, F. R., Immigrant Plants Haw. Isl. II. Occas. Pap. Dnir. 

Haw. 1*6* 1-4.7. 191*8. [About Atolla filiculoldes Lam.] 

Fosberg, F. R., Upper Limits Veg. Mauna Loa. Haw. Ecol. 1*0 (1): 

llu*—11*6. 1959. 

Fosberg & Hosaka, An Open Bog on Oahu. Occas. Pap. B. P. Bish. 

Mus. 11* (1): 1-6. 1938 . 

Fries, M., Ann. och Krit. Geol. FtJren. FOrhandl. 71 (2): 31*7-355. 

191*9. 

Hartt ft Neal, Plant Ecol. Mauna Kea. Haw. Ecol. 21 (2): 237-266. 

191 * 0 . 

Hathaway W. H., Comp. Cert. Nat. Dry For.* Mokuleia, Oahu, T. H. 

Ecol. Monogr. 22* 153-168. 1952. 

Hawkes ft Degener, The Upright Psilotm. Am. Fern Joum. 1*0 (3)* 

207-210. 1950. 

Hosaka, E. T., Ecol. & Flor. Stud. Kipapa Gulch, Oahu. Occas. Pap. 

B. P. Bish. Mus. 13 (17)* 175-232. 1937. 

Heal, M. C., List Mosses ft Vase. Plants Coll. Maun a Eea, Aug. 1935* 

Proc. Haw. Acad. Sc. B. P. Bish. Mus. Spec. Publ. 3U* 13. 1939. 
Ruhle, Q. C., Guide Haleakala Sect., Isl. Maui, Haw. l-9l*. 1959. 
Selling, 0. H., Pec. Asplsnium Haw. Isl. Occas. Pap. B. P. Bish. 

Mus. 19 (6): 171-181*. 191*8. 

Selling, 0. H., Contr. Hist. Haw. Veg. Bot. Tidskrift 1*5 (1)* 12- 

la. 1951. 

Skottsberg, C., Remarks FI. High Haw. Vole. Acta Horti Gotob. 6* 

1*7-6$. 1930. —- Vase. Plants Haw, Isl. H. ibid. IOi 97-193. 
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1936. 

Skottsberg, C., Dr. Sven Berggren's Coll. Ear. Vase. PI. Bot. 

Not. (land) 19U3* 358-372. 19U3. 

Smith, 7. 0., Diellia and its Variations. Occas. Pap. B. P. Bish. 

Mas. 10 (16): >22. 1931*. 

St. John, H., Ophioglossnm - - - - • Occas. Pap. B. P. Bish. 

Hus. 15 (28): 351-359. 19U0. — Now Comb. Gleich.- - -. xxx 
ibid. 17* 79-81*. 19U2. — Dist. Ophioglossum Isl. Pac. ibid. 

17 (13): 177-182. 191*3. 

St. John, H., Dryopteris - - -. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club 72* 22-30. 

19U5. 

Try on, R. M., Rot. Genas Doryopteris. Contr. Gray Herb. 11*3*1-80. 

19U2. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Alma L. Moldehke 


Plants" edited by J. B. Prldham 


"Biosynthetic Pathways in Higher 

and T. Swain, xi & 212 pp., illos.. Academic Press, London A 
New lork. 75 ah. or $12.00 


These valuable papers are the proceedings of the 1961* Plant 
Phenolica Group Symposium held at the University of Leeds, mostly 
British in authorship, and covering the biosynthesis of cJrote^ 
°^ d8 * terpenoids, amino acids, proteins, nucleotides, sugars, 
starches, cellulose, lignin, piperidine alkaloids, chlorophylls, 
and plant di— and tri—carboxylic acids. There is a general dis— 

C °U r fu °? the in-terrela tionBhips among tissues, cells, organelles 
and the biochemical phenomena occurring therein. There is another 

descriptive of the various techniques used in these biochemical 
studies• 

Because the level of approach is both advanced and well ex¬ 
plained this book can serve as a really useful source of informs— 
ion for many students, workers and instructors in 1 related 

elds. Fine copy, diagrams, illustrations and indexes add to 
the value of the book. 


"Comparative Phytochemistry" edited by T. Swain, nit A 360 pp 

ilias., Acadanic Press, London & New fork. 93 sh. or 

#Uw73. ■ I H . 7 ^ ■■ 


Like the above-mentioned book, this one consists of papers 
presented at a symposium by the Pbytochendcal Group in Cambridge 
n 1965 and represents the organizational work of one of the same 
editors. Since it describes the progress of research of the most 
recent years of this newly established branch of science and the 



